when she asks if they got that on film, Marin feels hatred towards Charlotte for exploiting her daughter. Do you agree with Marin? Charlotte believes she is doing everything out of love for Willow, to win the case that will get her the care she needs, but does this take it too far? Where can we draw the line? 5. How does Amelia deal with her position in the family…being a preteen, having low selfesteem, being, and the healthy sibling of a very ill child?
6. All the characters in the book are telling their stories to Willow. Willow doesn't have a voice until the end of the book. How is that effective to the entire story? Does it seem that the characters can be more honest in their feelings when they're directed to Willow? 7. The author inserts recipes throughout the book that highlight certain baking techniques such as tempering, blind baking, and weeping. How do these recipes provide further insight into the story and into Charlotte's character in particular?
8. Throughout the story, the question is raised of what it means to be a mother. For Charlotte, it means doing anything in her power to provide the best life for Willow, but at the same time, her other daughter's suffering goes unnoticed as she develops bulimia and begins cutting herself. For Marin, the question of what it means to be a mother addresses the issues of her adoption. Is a mother someone who gives birth and gives you away, or the woman who raises you? Discuss the different ideas about mothering that the author presents in this book. At what moments do certain characters fail or succeed at being a mother? 11. Charlotte is confident that the potential end of her lawsuit will justify the means, but Sean can't handle the idea that the "means" may leave Willow thinking she is unloved or unwanted. Clearly they both love their daughter, but express it in drastically different ways. What do each of their approaches say about love? Do Charlotte's actions speak louder than Sean's words?
12. Sean goes to the "other side" of the lawsuit. Do you blame him?
